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Sebastian is a 4th grade student at 
Cambridge Elementary. Since he 
started at Cambridge three years ago, 
he has been fortunate to have ded-
icated teachers who welcome him 
into their classrooms. His teachers 
have made genuine efforts to include 
Sebastian and encourage peer inter-
actions. Inclusion is important to 
his mother, Jennifer. She appreciates 
how Sebastian’s classmates see him learning alongside them in 
the same environment. “It warms my heart how inclusive and 
embracing his teachers have been and how the children are so 
kind and interested in Sebastian,” Jennifer shared. She is continu-
ally amazed with the “can do” spirit of  his teachers. 

Sebastian was diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder 
(ASD) in 2007 when he was two years old. His parents, Jennifer 
and Francisco began to see signs as early as 17-18 months. Sebas-
tian did not turn his head to his name; his parents thought this 
was a symptom of  a hearing problem but then noticed that he 
would turn his head when they were banging pots and pans. He 
also demonstrated an ongoing lack of  eye contact. His nursery 
school noticed that he was not as interested in socializing as the 
other children and they encouraged his parents to talk to their 
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pediatrician. At 21 months Sebastian was expected to speak a mini-
mum of  at least six words; he did not meet this milestone. His doctor 
referred them to a speech therapist.

At this point, the “A” word had not even been mentioned yet. The “A” 
word is what Jennifer and her husband used instead of  “autism” as 
they were in denial about Sebastian’s probable diagnosis. But later in 
the fall of  2007, a physical therapist recommended they see a psychol-

ogist who gave him the diagnosis of  autism. 

Getting a diagnosis for Sebastian took almost a year. During this time, Jennifer luckily had a chance 
meeting with one of  her “angels”, a friend named Pam who kick-started their personal journey and put 
her on a path to hope. Jennifer was visiting a school in Charlotte for kids on the spectrum and her friend 
Pam gave her a tour. Jennifer observed a class and heard a child utter the word “mommy”, a word she 
longed so dearly to hear from her son. She could no longer hold it in and broke down in tears. Her “an-
gel” Pam invited her to a parents’ support group meeting. Another parent, Beth, was instrumental in her 
journey and turned her thoughts away from sadness to hope and motivation. She gave Jennifer the names 
of  doctors and therapies which were really making a difference for her child and others. She became a 
voice of  inspiration, pushing Jennifer to work harder to help her son.  

One day Jennifer asked her friend, “What can I ever do to repay you?”. 
Beth replied that she knew that Jennifer would do the same, inspire and 
help other mothers facing autism. “She gave my life a new purpose, to 
fight for my son and to help others do the same for their children,” Jennifer 
reflected.

During the summer of  2013, Sebastian’s family moved from Charlotte, 
North Carolina for his father’s job in San Antonio. They chose to live in 
the Alamo Heights School District because they heard over and over again 
how wonderful the schools are and what an amazing staff  they have. 

In Charlotte, Sebastian was in a classroom for children with disabilities. 
Although Jennifer had always pushed for Sebastian to be included in a 
general education classroom with typically developing peers, their school 
in North Carolina did not encourage this. Jennifer reflected, “I will never 
forget the moment when I met with his first teacher at Cambridge, Natalie Brown, and I asked her when 
they were going to start to bringing him into a typical classroom.” As Jennifer was preparing her argu-
ments and points of  discussion, she expected Natalie to answer with “We’ll see. Maybe next year.” But 
Natalie replied, “Immediately!” With tears of  joy, she celebrated. 

For the past two years, Sebastian has started to display more aggressive behaviors. Jennifer maintained 
an open channel of  communication with his teachers. They tried many different ideas. Finally, after 
a meeting and some advice from Kris Holliday, they brought in a BCBA (Board Certified Behavior 
Analyist), who observed Sebastian at school and came up with additional reasons for his behaviors and 
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different courses of  action to take. His teachers welcomed the BCBA’s suggestions and improved upon 
many. During this process, Jennifer was touched by how many people wanted to help, including all of  his 
teachers and even the principal at that time. “All of  these amazing people with incredible commitment to 
my son --- ‘wow’”, Jennifer thought. “How lucky am I to be in such a devoted and caring community.”

In addition to his school day, Sebastian receives speech therapy outside of  school and ABA therapy twice 
a week at home. His ABA therapist, Cindy Reidinger, has been an integral 
part in his progression here in San Antonio. His teachers, the SST (Student 
Support Team) at Cambridge, have been open to meeting with her and have 
been receptive to getting training from Cindy on what has worked well in her 
ABA sessions. The SST team shares the challenges they have faced and they 
all share their strategies to help him at home and at school. This collaboration 
creates an environment of  consistency for Sebastian which ultimately helps 
him succeed. 

Tracy Maxwell, Parent Liaison, has been another helpful resource for Jennifer 
and her family. Tracy has participated in some of  Sebastian’s ARD meetings, 
and continually gives useful advice. She was an integral part of  their behav-
ior discussions with Cambridge staff  and the outside consultant. The support 

group meetings that Tracy organizes have helped Jennifer meet other parents, and make new friends. 

Jennifer’s husband Francisco has always been supportive, “the rock” of  their family. He works for USAA 
and participates in some of  their special needs organizations and meetings. The Robelos are always im-
pressed with the company’s level of  interest and participation in community groups. Sebastian has one 
brother, Daniel (12 years old at AHJS) and one sister, Elsa (5 years old in preschool). Both of  his siblings 
are so helpful, loving and supportive. They are really his best friends and help model appropriate behaviors 
and social interactions for him. Sebastian also has very loving grandparents in Virginia and in Argentina 
who help out whenever they can.  

Jennifer has always tried to make sure Sebastian is exposed to activities and events with his neuro-typical 
peers. He learns so much by observing his peers who model good behaviors. For example, Jennifer and Se-
bastian go every Wednesday to the Outdoor Kids Club at Cambridge and do different running and garden-
ing activities with his peers. Coach Murguia has been very generous and welcoming. She understands and 
is helpful when an activity needs to be modified for Sebastian. 

Sebastian attends VBS, Vacation Bible School, every summer and follows his peers through different activ-
ities. “He enjoys singing and dancing the most. He will go to the front of  the church, with me by his side, 
and participate in the singing show for our congregation. I just smile when I see his contentment and the 
pride he feels when he joins along. I am also amazed at how many people appreciate his participation and 
are so welcoming. We are truly blessed to be in this community!”, Jennifer shared.

This summer he spent one week at Camp Camp where he was paired with a teen helper and tried many 
new things. He loved all the fun activities and enthusiastic people at camp. Jennifer also thinks he is sin-
cerely proud of  himself  for participating in something that he sees his big brother doing. “His self-esteem 
has improved tremendously from being on his own, and trying to become more self-sufficient,” Jennifer 
shared.
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Sebastian loved his summer camp experience at Summer at Heights. He attended, with the help of  an aide 
supplied by their family, a cooking camp where he practiced different recipes. He learned about kitchen 
safety and kitchen tools, and partnered with peers. Most importantly he gained self-confidence about 
doing some tasks on his own. Jennifer noticed that the cooking camp jumpstarted a deep interest and a 
passion for cooking. She and her family are excited and grateful.

Sebastian participates in bike rodeo at Cambridge with his peers. Jennifer remembered, “It is so wonder-
ful to hear his classmates cheering him on.” He performed with his classmates in the 3rd grade recorder 
concert. His music teacher at Cambridge, Bari Wenglein, met with Jennifer beforehand to help think of  
ways Sebastian could participate and offer accommodations. She generously gave Jennifer worksheets and 
different tools to use outside of  school to help Sebastian prepare.

In addition to his dedicated team of  teachers at school, Sebastian has a very supportive bus driver, Patri-
cia Shokrian. She and her assistant Sylvia are always positive and welcome Sebastian on the bus each day 
with a smile. Their willingness to be flexible has helped their family tremendously. Sebastian loves riding 
the bus and he feels confident and independent leaving his house and traveling to school.

The Robelo family is always working on increasing Sebastian’s vocabulary and communication skills by 
giving him more opportunities to use his language in every-day situations. Slowly they are seeing improve-
ment in his communication which in turn improves his self-confidence and makes him happier. “I have 
always felt that I cannot expect Sebastian to thrive in our world if  he doesn’t actively participate in it,” 
Jennifer shared.

   

Sebastian and his bus driver 
Patricia  Shokrian

Sebastian and coach 
Beth Murguia
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Supporting Students in Inclusion Classrooms

Last year teachers Anna Duce and Libby Perez began teaching Kinder Inclusion classes at Howard ECC. 
Inclusion classrooms have two staff  members supporting students. The students who receive special 
education services are benefitting from a learning environment where they are exposed to more of  their 
age-level peers. All of  the students have benefited socially, and behavior has improved. If  a student re-
ceives speech therapy or resource support, they may still receive these services in a smaller group learn-
ing session. 

Susan Peery, principal at Howard, proposed the inclusion classroom concept. 
Inclusion teachers Anna Duce, Sarah Judson, Libby Perez, Kate Heyer from 
Cambridge, and Kim Kainer from Woodridge along with autism specialist Dr. 
Linda Davidson met over the summer and developed a vision statement for 
the inclusion classrooms: “An inclusive school classroom fosters a sense of  
community that respects differences and values diversity. All students are val-
ued and seen as essential members.  The inclusion environment is multi-sen-
sory, individualized, and engaging. Students are provided with a variety of  
supports in order to be successful.”

A Howard ECC, some of  the learning techniques include writing stations with 
laminated letter charts, keyrings with pictures and the names of  other students, 
and picture cutouts with books to paste the pictures, reinforcing how students 
can make complete sentences. There is a playdough station, and a ready room where students can rest 
on a comfy bean bag bear and get their wiggles out, as needed. The students also use a work board with 
colors that help them identify color groups or stations where they are supposed to be working. 

Libby Perez shared “I feel like the inclusion classroom is a microcosm of  any classroom, but that it em-
beds support to those who need it the most to succeed in a typical classroom. The beauty of  this class-
room, is that it celebrates differences in EVERYONE. It celebrates the perfection of  being imperfect, and 
the fact that we all have things to work on and things that we are good at…but we’re all in this togeth-
er. We are a school family, caring about one another and learning together.”

When asked about her thoughts on her inclusion classroom Sarah Judson re-
flected “Our goal is to make our curriculum accessible to all kids. This inclu-
sion model allows us to do that, and it challenges us to get creative and make a 
tailored learning environment. Every child deserves the chance to learn and to 
be in a community with their peers. When a child is able to work and play with 
someone who is different than they are, then establish compassion and under-
standing for each other, that is when they grow. The kids in our classes authen-
tically learn how to problem solve, communicate and learn with each other. It is 
a powerful thing to see five year olds teach and learn from each other. I feel very 
humbled to be in an inclusion position, it is something I truly believe in and an 
environment that fosters the love of  learning and community.”

Howard Ecc

Marcella Mendoza  and 
Libby Perez
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Mackay
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In addition to the Howard classes, this year the inclusion model was implemented in Kate Heyer’s first grade 
classroom at Cambridge and in Kim Kainer’s first grade classroom at Woodridge. 

Woodridge teacher Kim Kainer shared, “In our inclusion classroom, we 
understand all students are unique and we value the differences among us. 
We know that we can all learn from each other. Supports are provided for 
students to help them be successful in their learning. The students are at 
all different levels and reading and writing is individualized to meet their 
needs.”

Cambridge’s Kate Heyer feels the inclusion classroom is a benefit to every-
one involved. “No two learners learn exactly alike, so this classroom gives 
all students many opportunities to learn in different ways,” she reflected. 
Kate appreciates the chance to emphasize acceptance and value for each 
student in the classroom. 
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Sarah Judson and Cara 
Koehler

Meet Paula Kleck, New Speech Therapy Assistant at Howard ECC and AHJS

Paula became interested in teaching when she started having children of  her own. For the last five years she 
has worked as a Speech Therapy Assistant. Currently she conducts speech therapy for three and four year 
olds, as well as students at the Junior School. Before AHISD, she taught in the New Braunfels school district, 
as well as private clinics.

Her favorite part of  her job is when she gets to interact with her students one on one; she learns so much 
about them and forms a special bond with her students throughout the year. 

She grew up in eastern Colorado on a dairy farm in the small town of  Flagler. She earned a B.S. from the 
University of  Northern Colorado in Greeley and an M.S. in Deaf  Education from the University of  Texas 

Health Science Center in San Antonio. She has lived in San Antonio for five years.

She and her husband Johnston have been married for three years and they live in 
Terrell Hills with their four children. They have three girls and one boy attending 
Alamo Heights schools. Their daughter Charlee is 11 and started 6th grade this year. 
Their daughters Skyler and Tenley are 13 and in 8th grade. Their son Taylor is 16 
and is a sophomore at AHHS.  

As a family, they spend their free time at the coast or on a hunting lease, fishing and 
floating on the Frio River. Paula also enjoys crafting.

If  parents need to reach Paula her email is pkleck@ahisd.net. She has conference 
hours from 8:30-9:30am Monday through Friday.
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Meet Ana Davis, New Bilingual Speech Language Pathologist

Ana has worked in education for ten years at several school districts including 
Laredo ISD, Judson ISD, and Boerne ISD. She began her career as an ele-
mentary classroom teacher, and then became a Speech Language Pathologist 
Assistant. After obtaining her masters degree, she became a Speech Language 
Pathologist (SLP). 

Ana provides Bilingual Speech therapy services to students at Howard ECC, 
Cambridge, and Woodridge Elementary. She schedules and conducts ARD 
meetings for students on her caseload and completes bilingual speech and lan-
guage evaluations as well as screenings for the district. 

Ana knew she wanted to be an SLP when she began her teaching career. Ana shared, “Speech and language 
therapy is a fun hands-on learning experience. Every child loves coming to speech.”

Since Ana travels throughout the district, parents should email her, adavis@ahisd.net, if  they have questions 
or to schedule a meeting. Wednesdays are her best days for conferences. 

Ana is originally from Laredo, Texas. She earned her undergraduate degree at Texas A&M International 
University and her graduate degree at Texas A& M University in Kingsville, Texas. 

Ana and her family have lived in San Antonio for 5 ½ years. They recently welcomed identical twin girls in 
July. The girls made their debut at 25 weeks and 6 days and have recently come home from the NICU. They 
have been brave little warriors and are getting stronger every day.

During their summers, she and her husband Christopher like to travel and relax. She shared,”Next summer 
will be very different now that my husband and I have children.” Ana also enjoys yoga and running.

One interesting fact Ana shared, “I was the first in my family to attend graduate school.” Ana absolutely 
loves working with children and has a passion for speech therapy and language disorders. 

The goal of Autism Lifeline Links is to increase service capacity and eliminate 
wait times and barriers for individuals on the autism spectrum throughout their 
life. We are committed to doing this by working collaboratively and transpar-
ently to create a comprehensive person-centered system of awareness, early 
diagnosis, treatment and services to improve the opportunities and outcomes 
for individuals with autism and their families.

La meta de Autism Lifeline Links (ALL) es aumentar la capacidad de servicio y 
eliminar los tiempos de espera y las barreras para los individuos en el espectro 
autista a lo largo de su vida. Nos hemos comprometido a hacer esto mediante el 
trabajo en colaboración y de forma transparente para crear un sistema comple-
to, centrado en la persona, de conciencia, diagnóstico temprano, tratamiento 
y servicios para mejorar las oportunidades y resultados para las personas con 
autismo y sus familias.
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High School happenings
Jennifer Nuckles, New Special Education Coordinator

When Jennifer entered the field of  education in 1998, she quickly realized 

special education was her calling. She began her career teaching elementary 

resource classes in Southwest ISD for two years. She held a variety of  special 

education teaching positions for North East ISD. In 2007, she became the Spe-

cial Education Campus Coordinator at Krueger Middle School. She remained 

there for two years, during which time she and her husband had quadruplets. 

She decided staying home with her children was her priority. After two years at 

home, she re-entered NEISD as the Special Education Campus Coordinator at 

Roosevelt HS in 2011, where she remained until being invited into the AHISD 

family. She is now the Special Education Coordinator with offices at AHHS.    

The favorite part of  her job is when she gets to impact positive decisions related to the education of  students 

with special needs. As department chair, she supports the AHHS team of  special education educators, in-

cluding teachers and paraprofessionals, by recommending teaching practices and removing barriers to learn-

ing. She assists teachers by guiding and contributing to the development of  effective IEP goals.

Jennifer has lived in San Antonio for 17 years. Born and raised in Hondo, Texas, she received her undergrad-

uate degree from Southwest Texas State University (now Texas State). She continued her education in specif-

ic studies at UTSA and began a master’s program in Educational Leadership, Curriculum and Instruction at 

Lamar University. 

On a personal note, Jennifer is married to an amazing man named Kevin, who is also in education. He is a 

head band director for Northside ISD. They have six beautiful children. Their oldest, Taylor, is a 21-year-

old junior at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. Ava-Camille, 14 years old, is in eighth  grade at the Junior 

School. And they have seven-year-old quadruplets. Jennifer shared “God has entrusted us with our three 

surviving quadruplets, while He and my daddy have our precious angel, Ella Faith, in heaven.” Her brothers 

and sister, Logan, Landon, and Leila began first grade at Woodridge this year. During their summers, they 

enjoy visiting family in Hondo and St. Louis. “It’s all about family,” Jennifer shared. 

Jennifer takes her job to heart. “I look at each student as if  he or she were my own as we make guiding deci-
sions for their education and post-secondary lives.” The best way to reach Jennifer is by email at jnuckles@
ahisd.net; send her a message if  you need to communicate or set up a time to meet.
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Meet Brea Green, New Life Skills English Teacher at AHHS

Brea has always wanted to be a teacher and has worked in education for 10 years. 
She began her career teaching reading. She became a section 504 Coordinator at 
Judson High School and worked closely with the Special Education Coordinator. 
She really loved working with students with special needs so she decided to go back 
into the classroom and teach special education classes. Brea shared, “It was my 
best decision ever!” 

At Alamo Heights High School,  Brea teaches English levels 1-4, reading, and also 
co-teaches in US History. She shared that her favorite part of  her job is working 
with kids; “I love them!”.

Brea advises parents to think about the long-term goals they have for their children as a guide to developing 
goals for them now.  

Originally from Monahans, Texas, Brea has lived in San Antonio for 12 years. She attended college at UTSA. 
She is married to her wonderful husband, Scott and they have two girls. Camille is in kindergarten and Olivia 
is in third grade. When she is not teaching, she loves to read, exercise, and spend time in Canada.

Brea loves working with children and is available to help anyway she can. Her conference periods are 4th and 
6th periods. Parents can text her at 432-352-4975 or email her at cgreen@ahisd.net. “Never hesitate to contact 
me!”, she shared.

Rachael Godfrey Moves to the High School

Rachael is the new ACE teacher/behavioral support teacher for the High School. She transferred from the 
Junior School where she taught English resource classes last year.

The biggest challenge she faces is balancing and managing the many tasks she has throughout the day. Some 
of  her tasks include teaching social skills, checking on students who might be struggling in their classes, com-
pleting data by observing students in class, managing a case load, and meeting with teachers to discuss student 
progress. “It can get challenging at times, but it is totally worth it!”, Rachael shared.

Rachael absolutely loves working with students. She enjoys helping them meet 
their goals and helping them find out what they might want to do with their lives. 
She also finds teaching life skills very rewarding. “It is so fun getting to know kids. 
I love working with such vibrant personalities. There’s never a dull moment,” Ra-
chael said.

If  parents have questions the best way to reach her is by email rgodfrey@ahisd.net. 
Her conference periods are 1st and 5th periods, 8:45-9:32am and 1:29-2:16pm.
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Meet Libby Rokowski, New SST Teacher

Libby first became interested in special education after her cousin was diag-
nosed with ASD, (Autism Spectrum Disorder). She always felt close to him 
and enjoyed the time they spent together. While attending AHHS, she was 
a peer tutor and loved the experience. “Working with Kari Butts, the former 
SST teacher at the HS, inspired me to continue my passion for working with 
children with special needs and helped lead me to where I am today,” said 
Libby. 

Libby has worked predominately with children in educational settings, but 
she has also volunteered for organizations such as Any Baby Can. Before 
joining the special education team at Cambridge Elementary, she worked at 
the New England Center for Children, a school for children diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorders. She taught there for six years in their residential 
program.

Libby went to college at the University of Richmond and majored in Psychology and Philosophy. She received 
her master’s in education in special education for grades kinder through 12 from Simmons College. She attend-
ed classes at Western New England University to become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst. She is currently 
in her second year at Northeastern University earning her doctorate in education. 

The best part of Libby’s day is seeing her students come into class every morning. They always come into her 
room with a big smile and tell her about their mornings. She loves seeing their independence as they engage in 
their routines and the pride they have in completing their activities. 

Libby was born and raised in San Antonio and attended Cambridge, AHJS and AHHS. She loves playing tennis 
and spending time at her family’s ranch. Libby and her husband Alex had their first child in October.

Libby is excited to be a part of the Cambridge team. If parents need to reach her, email is best, erokowski@
ahisd.net. Her conference period is from 2:20-3:10 every day.
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CAMBRIDGE Elementary news

“We could learn a lot from crayons.  
Some are sharp, some are pretty, some 
are dull, some have weird names, and 
ALL are different colors…but they all 

exist very nicely in the same box.” 
-Unknown
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This year, around 60 special education staff  members received training in a behavioral intervention system 
through a company out of  Austin called Emergent Tree Education, Inc. Emergent Tree, Inc. supports schools 
with a 3 Tiered model of  behavioral intervention beginning with all staff  having an understanding of  the 
science of  behavior and then laying the groundwork at Tier I which includes establishing school-wide expec-
tations for behavior and a common language.  

Tier II involves the Bridges framework which trains counselors to intervene with students who have behavior-
al challenges prior to referral for special education. 
  
Solid Roots is a Tier III intervention designed to provide behavioral intervention to students already identi-
fied through special education who have behavioral challenges that interfere with learning. Solid Roots in-
volves a framework that begins by collecting data on students in a variety of  settings and analyzing that data 
to try to determine the function of  the behavior. After the function is determined, the staff  creates a compet-
ing behavior pathway to begin moving the student from how they currently get their needs met (inappropriate 
behaviors) to more acceptable means of  getting their needs met.
  
Solid Roots involves implementing essential interventions that includes:

• A check in system when the student arrives each day 

• Daily social skills instruction in teaching the student replacement behaviors 

• Daily monitoring and prompting in classrooms

• A daily report card system that tracks the data and provides student with frequent feedback

• A check out system at the end of  each day

Emergent Tree Education, Inc. also provides the district with on-going consultation to assist the staff  in being 
comfortable with the framework and interventions by visiting campuses and working with the staff  for one 
half  day on five occasions throughout the year. In the spring, Emergent Tree Education will provide AHISD 
with a progress report on the district-wide implementation.

Emergent Tree Education - Providing Our Students With Solid Roots 

The Legal Framework is a statewide leadership project partnering the Texas Education Agency and Region 18 Ed-
ucation Service Center. The project which includes contacts from each educational service center is a compilation 
of state and federal requirements for special education organized by topic in a user-friendly format. 

This site includes frameworks, publications, and resources helpful in the special education process. There is a 
glossary of terms and acronyms, links to laws, rules and guidance; and a search feature. 

The Mobile Site resizes content for use on mobile devices like phones and tablets so you can even take The Legal 
Framework with you wherever you go. 

Local school board policies of all public schools across Texas are linked to the framework. These policies can be 
accessed by entering the county-district number in the area provided above.

Tip: Download the Legal Framework mobile app to use during your ARD, if questions arise. Go to: https://framework.esc18.net
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Junior School news

Paul has been teaching at the Junior School for 12 years. He started out as a substitute teacher for two 
years and last year he completed his 10th year as a full time co-teacher in the special education department. 
Paul has been a co-teacher and taught all content areas at all grade levels. 

This year, Paul begins his 13th year at AHISD. He is in the ACE teach-
er helping students with their social skills and behaviors so they can 
be more fully included in the classroom setting. Paul and the behavior 
staff  use the Solid Roots framework from Emergent Tree. Staff  attended 
training this summer and the training will be on-going throughout the 
school year. Paul is excited and believes in this instructional approach to 
behavior. Since moving to the ACE classroom, Paul discovered that this 
role is a great fit for him. He feels that relationships are very important 
including his relationship with his students and their parents. He believes 
in the practice of  mindfulness and purposeful meditation. This includes 
teaching kids how to calm themselves down and control their own emo-
tions. He also teaches them to make time to practice these skills before 
they find themselves in conflict. He sees a great benefit to helping stu-
dents start as early as kindergarten with purposeful mindful activities and 
positive behavior supports and reinforcement.

Paul grew up in Kansas and moved to San Antonio to attend school at UTSA. He has a daughter who is 
seven, Julianna, and son Jacob who is 20. Paul and his girlfriend Darlene Carbajal live near Brackenridge 
Park with Julianna, Jacob, and their cats Chico, Snowflake, and Lilly. In his spare time, he is supporting 
his girlfriend as she is in the last year of  her doctoral program at UIW. His favorite pastime is hanging out 
with his family, listening to music, walks to the park and just being at home chilling out. Another interest-
ing fact about Paul, his sister Michelle Boyer works at the Junior School as the head of  girls PE and athlet-
ics.

Paul’s greatest challenge in this role is learning the new framework for behavior, but he feels it is time well 
spent as the long-term benefits will have a lasting impact for our entire community. He enjoys working 
with the amazing staff  in the ACE classroom and throughout the Junior School. 

Paul encourages parents to contact him if  they have questions or information to share. Email is the best 
way to reach him, pboyer@ahisd.net.

Paul Boyer, ACE Teacher

“I think that when you get dressed in the morning, sometimes 
you’re really making a decision about your behavior for the day. Like 
if you put on flipflops, you’re saying: ‘Hope I don’t get chased today.’ 

‘Be nice to people in sneakers.’”  -Demetri Martin
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Meet Morgan Nichols, New ACE Teacher

Morgan has worked in education for seven years teaching life skills, 
resource, and inclusion classes. She worked as a behavioral specialist for 
three years and also taught 4th grade for a year. 

Before joining the Junior School, she worked as the Education Coordi-
nator for the Autism Treatment Center. She also worked as a behavioral 
specialist for a state supported living center. 

Morgan studied psychology and education while earning her undergrad-
uate degree. She decided to pursue a career in special education since it 
allowed her to combine both of  these fields of  study.

Morgan is one of  the ACE classroom teachers at the Alamo Heights Junior School providing behavior 
support to students. She teaches social skills, performs functional behavioral assessments, and writes 
behavior plans based on her assessments. She tries her best to be proactive and provide teachers with 
antecedent interventions to help prevent behaviors before they even occur. Her ultimate goal is to keep 
the students engaged and learning in their classrooms. 

The most rewarding part of  her job is watching a student transform their behaviors. Morgan shared, 
“When students can participate more in class their whole demeanor and attitude changes. They be-
come happier kids.”

Morgan recommends that parents prepare for their ARDs by writing a brief  description of  their child 
to give to the teachers at the beginning of  the school year. She also recommends setting up an initial 
face to face meeting with your child’s case manager; “This is very helpful”. Lastly, she advises parents 
to reach out to their case manager at least once per month. “Ask to see data on their child’s progress.”

“Parents who are involved and proactive are essential to their child’s success. Also, keep in mind that 
the special education teachers and case managers are here to help you and your child. We are a team,” 
Morgan shared. 

The best way to contact her is through email mnichols@ahisd.net or by phone (210) 826-6208 x1259. 
She can meet parents before or after school if  they schedule with her ahead of  time. 

Morgan is originally from Temple, Texas. She earned her B.A. in Psychology 
and Education from Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee. She earned her 
M.S. in Counseling Psychology and M.S. in Clinical Psychology with a spe-
cialization in behavior from Capella University. Currently she is enrolled in the 
University of  North Texas Behavior Analyst Certification Program. She will 
become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst in 2017.
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Meet Monica Deutchman, New SST Teacher
Monica has worked with children for almost ten years in a variety of  settings 
including private therapy practice, the UT Child Development Center, and public 
school. This is her sixth year in education. She previously taught in Eanes ISD in 
Austin and most recently NEISD. 

Monica chose a career in teaching after she decided she wanted to spend more time 
getting to know children and to work on their specific needs and goals. 

As an undergrad, she attended the University of  Texas at Austin. She is currently 
in graduate school at Texas Tech pursuing a Master of  Special Education with an 
emphasis in Visual and Sensory Impairments. She is certified in the following areas: Generalist EC-6, Special 
Education, Braille, Spanish, and Health. 

The best part of  Monica’s school day is when she gets to witness the successful moments her students 
experience. The best part of  her day at home is making dinner with her husband Jacob while she discusses her 
work day. 

Monica grew up in Uvalde, Texas and lived in Austin for eight years before moving to San Antonio four years 
ago. 

She loves to learn, travel, garden, run, and organize spaces. Her favorite place to visit is Lake Tahoe where she 
goes to explore the outdoors during her summers and snowboard in the winter. 

 

Meet Kathleen Hebert, New English Co-Teacher 
This is Kathleen’s twelfth year teaching. Before joining the Junior School, she 
taught in Marlin ISD for one year, Boerne ISD for three years, Northside ISD 
for four years, and NorthEast ISD for two years. She earned a BA in English 
and a M.Ed in Curriculum and Instruction from Texas A&M. Her certification 
is English (4-12) and Special Education (EC-12). While she was in college, she 
worked as a tutor for elementary students.

She decided to pursue a career in teaching after she found out her daughter, 
Caroline, was struggling to read and had dyslexia. Her diagnosis made her want to 
learn and help more and this desire naturally carried over into her profession. She 
was teaching English at the time, and she decided to get her certification in special 
education as well. 

Kathleen and her husband Mark have two children. Thomas is in kindergarten at Howard and Caroline is at 
Cambridge in fourth grade Spanish Immersion.

Her favorite part of  her teaching day is when she sees the expression on a student’s face that indicates he or 
she understands something they did not understand before.

She is originally from Hondo, Texas. Kathleen spends most of  her free time with her family, either going to 
her kids’ activities, or when they get the chance, traveling somewhere new and fun. 
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Meet Anne Janes, New Social Studies Co-Teacher 

Meet Kelsey Johnson, New Co-Teacher

Anne started working with children when she was in college as a softball coach. She 
coached select softball for ten years. After that, she coached softball, baseball, soccer, 
volleyball, basketball and cheer as a parent volunteer for the last eleven years. She 
has always enjoyed children. After 20 years of  working with adults, she decided it 
was time to work with children full time. 

Before joining the Junior School as a co-teacher for social studies, she worked for the 
Judson Independent School District. She taught for three years at Woodlake Hills 
Middle School. She taught resource Reading and English for grades 6th, 7th and 8th. 
She was a co-teacher for 7th and 8th grade English and 7th grade Reading.

Anne decided she wanted to become a special education teacher and make a 
difference in the world. She has taught diverse groups of  students with challenges such as ADD/
ADHD, autism, intellectual disabilities, specific learning disabilities, speech impairments, and emotional 
disturbance. As a teacher, she has learned the value of  patience and encouragement. She provides 
individualized support, helping students stay motivated and work to reach their full potential. 

Anne is from San Antonio, Texas. She went to Incarnate Word High School and Incarnate Word College. 
She and her husband Steve have been married for 16 years and they have three children who are attending 
Alamo Heights ISD this year. Zach is a freshman, Alli is in 8th grade and Zoe is a 6th grader. They are 
always at a football or baseball field, or a pool. Her son Zach plays football, water polo and baseball. Alli 
and Zoe are both members of  the Cygnets of  San Antonio Synchronized Swimming team.

This will be Kelsey’s 4th year teaching. She was a head volleyball coach and special 
education teacher at Shawnee High School in Oklahoma for two years. She moved 
back to San Antonio where she was a volleyball and basketball coach and a special 
education teacher at Heritage Middle school before joining AHJS.

Kelsey became interested in special education after she graduated from college. 
She knew that marketing was not the place for her because she missed volleyball 
so much. She got back into coaching where she fell in love with teaching. She has 
always had a special place in her heart for children with special challenges, so she 
went back to school to get her masters degree in special education.

Kelsey has co-taught 6-7 grade math, 7 grade reading and writing, and 8th grade history. She is currently 
co-teaching 8th grade US History. 

The thing she enjoys most about teaching is building relationships with the students by understanding their 
strengths and weaknesses. She then focuses on their strengths to help them realize they are amazing and 
that they have a bright future. 

Kelsey advises parents to talk to their children about what they are struggling with in class so teachers 
know where and how they can help students the best.  
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If  parents wish to reach Kelsey her email is kjohnson@ahisd.net and her conference period is 2nd hour, 
9:35am-10:20am.

Kelsey is originally from San Antonio, Texas. She played volleyball at Our Lady of  the Lake University. In 
her free time she enjoys volleyball, traveling and spending time with her family and friends.

Kelsey Johnson Continued...

Meet Erica Melle, New Teacher at AHJS

Erica has seven years of  teaching experience in special education inclusion 
settings and in general education. Before joining the Junior School, she 
taught in the John H. Wood Charter District in San Antonio for two years,  
the KIPP Houston-Sharpstown school for two years, and The Carver Acad-
emy in San Antonio for three years. She loves working with kids, not just in 
the math classroom, but on all levels and all courses. 

After she graduated college, she was unsure of  what she wanted to do. She 
fell into teaching and has loved it ever since. Erica has always had a passion 
for special education, but taught general education due to job availability 
when searching for new jobs.

Erica teaches math. Her primary role is to be in the classroom five days a week co-teaching with three 
other math teachers. As a case manager, she oversees her student’s paperwork and ensures that her stu-
dents IEPs are implemented correctly. She regularly communicates with parents on their child’s progress 
at school and answers any questions they or their children have. 

Erica advises parents to ask questions about anything they do not understand related to their child’s ed-
ucational goals or school experience. She acknowledges that the paperwork can be tedious and the lingo 
is geared towards staff  in the educational setting. “There are LOTS of  acronyms in teaching and special 
education. It’s a language all of  its own. So again, ask if  you are not sure what something means,” she 
shared.

Her conference time is Monday through Friday from 3:15-4:00pm. However, she has an additional plan-
ning period that may act as a conference period if  the need arises from 2:25-3:10pm. Parents can contact 
Erica by email emelle@ahisd.net. 

Erica is originally from San Antonio and has lived here all but two years of  her life. She attended Palo 
Alto Community College and UTSA. Erica shared a fun fact from her childhood, “I shared a room with 
my Nana (grandmother) for 10 years while growing up.”

In her free time she enjoys spending lots of  time with family and friends. She is an avid CrossFitter who 
coaches and competes for fun. Erica offered, “If  you ever need any workout advice or would like to try 
out the gym I coach at, please let me know.”
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Meet Naiomi Salcedo, New Teacher at AHJS
This is Naiomi’s 12th year working in the field of  education.  Since the be-
ginning of  her career, she has always been a special education teacher. She is 
currently teaching resource English grades 6th through 8th.

Before teaching in Alamo Heights, she began her teaching career in SAISD as 
a middle school teacher, a high school teacher and then became the department 
chair. She recently worked in Northside ISD as a coordinator for Special Edu-
cation. She has always felt a connection with children and knew that she want-
ed to serve in a capacity where a positive difference would not only be seen but 
felt by her students and parents.

When she was in college, she was torn between earning a degree in education and a degree in psychology. 
She knew she wanted to work with children and families, but at the time, she was unsure which route to 
take. Naiomi decided to study psychology with an emphasis in child development.  

At the Junior School, she teaches English Language Arts to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. She enjoys helping 
and supporting her students and watching them achieve their academic and social goals. Naiomi shared,“I 
learn so much from my students and the relationships that are often long lasting.”

Naiomi encourages parents to take advantage of  resources that are available. Local agencies can help fami-
lies be better prepared for their child’s transition into adulthood. Naiomi emphasized, “Parents and teach-
ers are a team…working together is so important. If  parents have questions, please ask. The ARD process 
can be challenging for anyone.”

If  parents wish to meet with Naiomi, her conference periods are 6th and 8th. She can be contacted by email, 
nsalcedo@ahisd.net.  

Naiomi is originally from San Antonio and absolutely loves the Alamo city. She attended UTSA for un-
dergraduate studies and received her Master’s from Webster University. 

Naiomi is married with two children. Nyssa is ten and Cristian is six. Her husband Jesse is a Civil Engi-
neer for the City of  San Antonio. Their weekends are spent with their children who are dedicated to play-
ing soccer and volleyball. They spend their summers traveling and 
favor trips to the beach - they love the water!

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Having a child with a disability changes the direction of how you do life. As the parents 
of an adult son with an intellectual and developmental disability, we want the same 
quality of life and opportunities for our son, Drew, as we want for our two other grown 
children. It just looks different. There are many programs for children with disabilities 
and a tremendous amount of funding available for those programs. Once individuals age 
out of the public school system at 22 years old, the options dwindle in San Antonio. All 
of us need a life that continues to stimulate us academically, creatively, physically, 
socially and have a group of friends to do life together. 
 
To address the need, we are excited to announce the founding of SA Life Academy, a 
new day program that will provide exceptional continuing education opportunities aimed 
at helping adults with special needs live full and active lives. SA Life Academy will 
differentiate itself from the existing programs by improving the quality of curriculum 
offered and the qualifications of teachers and staff. 
 
The vision of SA Life Academy is that adults with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities may live person-centered, meaningful, and purposeful lives in the community. The mission of SA Life 
Academy is to enrich the lives of adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities through continuing education 
focused on intellectual, social, health, creative, and community involvement skills and opportunities. SA Life Academy 
will operate a year-round day program from 9am-3pm particularly designed for adult learners with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Daily structure and curriculum will be built around the following core values: 
 

• Relationship building: Opportunity to build meaningful relationships and develop a network of peers 
• Academics: Focus on skills and knowledge that will help students thrive in the community  
• Involvement in community: Off-site learning, volunteer, and recreational opportunities with partners 
• Sound mind and body: Emphasis on personal wellness, physical health, emotional stability, nutrition, etc.   
• Expressive creativity: Focus on liberal arts and creative outlets and opportunities for artistic expression 

 
SA Life Academy will accept an initial class of ten to twelve students five days a week with the intent of expanding 
enrollment and the breadth of services offered as funds and demand allow. The current target opening date is January 
2017.  Program fees will be collected in the form of private pay tuition and reimbursement from the Medicaid Waiver for 
those students enrolled in the federal program. Fundraising will be necessary to cover the gap between tuition payments 
and the total cost of operations.  
 
I hope you will be part of transforming the lives of adults with special needs and help RAISE the quality of programs for 
adults with disabilities in our community. Not only are you helping the adult, but their families will have a peace of mind 
for life. We would welcome the opportunity to talk with you about our specific financial needs in greater detail. Thank 
you for your interest in SA Life Academy! 
 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Boynton   
Executive Director and Mom 
cindy@salifeacademy.org 
210.382.1247 

 

Kris Clark Chairman of the Board 
Bryan Boynton Treasurer 
Leigh Ann Timber Secretary  
Bill Kingman 
Dr. Michael A. Leonard 
Elizabeth Marceau 
John Vollmer 
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WoodRIDGE Elementary news
Meet Gregg Miller, New Resource Teacher

This is Gregg’s 7th year working with children. As a substitute teacher, he took 
a long-term position for a special education teacher who was out for a couple 
of  months. He really enjoyed it and decided to get his master’s degree and 
teaching certificate.

Gregg is originally from New Jersey, but lived in Hawaii for the past 11 
years before coming to Texas. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Drexel 
University in Film and Video and a masters degree in Special Education from 
Chaminade University of  Honolulu.

Gregg’s favorite part of  his job is when he observes a student enjoying him or 
herself  while making a connection to the material he is teaching. 

During his time off  he enjoys hiking with his dog, flying his drone, making videos, taking pictures, 
playing basketball, listening to music, and watching football, especially the New York Giants. Gregg 
does not have any children, just a dog named Rella-Roo who is a mix of  a pitbull and a Chesapeake 
Retriever. He admits “I treat her like a child.” 

The Arc’s Planning for the Future 
Series 2016-17

 
Financial Planning November 12, 2016 This session will provide general information with 
regards to Financial Planning for individuals and family members with Special Needs. Infor-
mation on Special Needs Trusts and ABLE Act will also be provided. Special Needs Trusts 
allow individuals to retain vital resources without losing essential benefits.
 
Life After High School January 14, 2017 During this session, we will explore and discuss 
different post-secondary programs including day programs, residential options, and sup-
port services that young adults can utilize as they transition from a school to a community 
setting. DARS will also present program information.
 
Summer Recreation Fair February 25, 2017 Featuring 30+ Organizations offering sum-
mer programs, camps, respite care, support groups, and many more recreational opportu-
nities. *No Registration required for this event only*
 
Social Security Overview April 15, 2017 Attendees of this session will learn the differ-
ence between SSI and SSDI, as well as eligibility and the application process. Additional 
topics include fair share, appeals, and Disabled Adult Child (DAC).
 
When? Saturdays 9:00 a.m.—11 a.m.
 
Where? The Arc of San Antonio Pam Stephens Center 6530 Wurzbach Rd San Antonio. TX 
78240

For more information: http://www.arc-sa.org/
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Autism Parent Training Support – 5-session course that 
provides strategies for improved behavior & 
communication and advocacy support (San Antonio, 
New Braunfels & Boerne) 
 
Circle of Support Counseling – Individual & Group 
counseling (San Antonio) 
 
Parent to Parent Education Group – A parent 
empowerment session with community guest speakers 
(San Antonio)  
 
Toileting Training Series – 2-session course that offers 
steps to begin a toilet training program (San Antonio) 
 
Mom & Dad’s Night Out – Separate monthly meetings for 
mothers & fathers of children with autism to share in “me 
time” (San Antonio) 
 

 

Any Baby Can’s  
Annual Walk for Autism 
www.anybabycansa.org 

 

 

New Braunfels Parent Training Location:                       
Children’s Advocacy Center 

1168 Pride Drive 
(web-based classes)  

 
 

 

Boerne Parent Training Location:                                                 
The Kronkosky Place 
17 Old San Antonio 

(web-based classes)  
 

 

REACHING FAMILIES FACING AUTISM 
Autism Parent Training, Support & Education 
 

P: 210.227.0170                            F: 210.227.0812                        www.anybabycansa.org 

www.a nyba by ca nsa. org                                                               217  H owa rd Str eet  |  San Antonio ,  TX 7 821 2  

Any Baby Can supports families raising 
individuals with autism spectrum disorder 

(ASD) through the Reaching Families Facing 
Autism program. Parenting an individual with 

ASD requires flexibility, creativity and 
knowledge about strategies to utilize on a 

daily basis.  
 

All services are provided free of charge. 
Spanish interpretation available upon request. 

 

Learn more about Any Baby Can’s educational product 
line for students with autism at 

www.bluecatpies.com 
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Alamo Heights Autism Walk Team for 
Any Baby Can’s 13th Walk for Autism 
Helotes Cornyval Grounds 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 7am-2pm 
The Walk for Autism is an event in San Antonio that helps support 
families with children that have autism. A team for Alamo Heights 
has been registered. Teachers, parents, and students are welcome 
to join. To register email Lucy and Tracy Maxwell at 
tmaxwell@ahisd.net or use this QR code. If you cannot use the QR 
code to register the link is https://secure.getmeregistered.com/
homepage.php?id=125200.  The Alamo Heights team name is 
Alamo Heights Autism Walk Team. Children 10 and younger 
are free. If you can’t go to the walk on April 22nd you can be a 
virtual walker and donate money to the team. All proceeds go to 
support families with children that have autism through programs 
at Any Baby Can. 

Alamo Heights  
Autism Walk Team 
Saturday, April 22, 2017 7am-2pm 
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Parent Liaison

In an effort to provide additional support to parents and children in the special 
education program, AHISD has a Parent Liaison, Tracy Maxwell.

Tracy assists parents and staff with communication, advocacy, support and re-
sources. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to her position. She 
is a parent of a student who received special education services beginning with 
PPCD at Howard and who graduated from AHHS last year. She was very involved 
in his educational experience and she is passionate about helping other parents 
along their journey.

As a Parent Liaison, Tracy works with parents to form support networks and ad-
dresses concerns that pertain to special education students and their families. She organizes and facilitates 
the parent support groups for all schools in AHISD and the Parents as Partners (PAP) meetings. PAPs are 
meetings with a guest speaker on a topic related to special education such as Medicaid waivers or recre-
ational therapies, with childcare and pizza for children so that families can easily attend.

In addition, Tracy serves on the planning committee for the TAPPestry Conference, an annual conference 
for parents, teachers, and professionals in San Antonio and the surrounding areas. She is an active mem-
ber of the Connections Networking group, a monthly meeting of professionals who provide resources to 
families. She has recently joined the Autism Lifeline Links (ALL) committee, an organization committed to 
increasing service capacity (attracting more doctors and therapists to San Antonio and decreasing wait 
times for parents) for individuals on the autism spectrum.

Tracy continues to create opportunities for parents to gather, get to know each other, and share. She wel-
comes your ideas, questions, and concerns. She maintains a resource library of books and videos that are 
housed at EDC, located at 705 Trafalgar, 78216.

Tracy invites you to become active participants in your child’s educational experience. Reach out to her if 
you need help with something or if you need someone to listen. She is a parent first and understands your 
experience with raising a child or children with special challenges.

New Library Materials Available for Checkout

1. “52 Strategies for Life, Love, and Work” by Anne Grady
2. “The ADD & ADHD Answer Book” by Susan Ashley, Ph.D.
3. “Late, Lost, and Unprepared: A Parent’s Guide to Helping Children with Executive Functioning” 

by Joyce Cooper-Kahn, Ph.D. & Laurie Dietzel, Ph.D.
4. “College Success for Students with Learning Disabilities” by Cynthia G. Simpson, Ph.D. and 

Vicky G. Spencer, Ph.D.
5. “Shut Up About Your Perfect Kid: A Survival Guide for Ordinary Parents of Special Children” by 

Gina Gallagher and Patricia Konjoian
6. DVD “Coping to Excelling: Solutions for School-Aged Children Diagnosed with High-Functioning 

Autism or Asperger’s Syndrome” by Jennifer Allen

Contact Tracy Maxwell if interested: tmaxwell@ahisd.net


